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ABSTRACT

This article discusses the development of pilgrimage tourism on the example of Jizzakh. The Jizzakh oasis has
a long history, and the nature of the region fascinates at first sight. In particular, the Forish district of the
region has a number of tourist attractions, where agritourism, ethno-tourism, water and pilgrimage tourism
are developed. There is an ancient cave in the gorge. Stone images engraved on the eastern side of the
monument at a height of two and a half meters indicate that people inhabited this area as early as the Bronze

Age.
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INTRODUCTION

As a result of the intensive development of
tourism and tourist services in recent years, new
types of tourism have begun to form in the
country - extreme, ecotourism, agritourism,
archaeological, ethnographic tourism and others.

The most promising species are gaining
momentum especially quickly - extreme and
mountainous, which include hiking, cycling,
motorcycle tourism, autotourism, paragliding
and hang gliding.

Pilgrimage is an opportunity to turn to the
Almighty through a saint, calm the mind and
soul, understand the truth of holiness, walk the
path of solitude and purification.

In Central Asia, this type of pilgrimage is called
Pilgrimage, which means visiting holy places.
Uzbekistan has always been the center of
intersection of many cultures and civilizations,
different religions were preached here and
therefore unique monuments related to both
Islamic, Buddhist and Christian religions have
been preserved.

THE MAIN FINDINGS AND RESULTS

On the territory of Uzbekistan, there are many
holy places related to Islamic culture and its
current Sufism, as well as other religions. The
most valuable monuments are recognized as
UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Among them is
the city of Bukhara, called Bukhara-Sharif in the
Islamic world, which means Blessed Bukhara.
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The city of Samarkand, which has a huge number
of priceless monuments. The city of Shakhrisabz
is the birthplace of Amir Temur. Of course, these
cities have an ancient and rich history, have
undergone significant changes throughout their
lives.

The department notes that the Jizzakh region is
one of the promising regions of Uzbekistan,
which includes all areas of tourism. In particular,
the Forish district of the region has a number of
tourist attractions, where agritourism, ethno-
tourism, water and pilgrimage tourism are
developed.

In early September, in the Yukorichirchik district
of the Tashkent region, the opening ceremony of
the “Yik-Ota” shrine, which became a monument
of cultural heritage, took place. The holy place
created favorable conditions for Muslims and
pilgrims. The complex includes a prayer room, a
library, and spacious and comfortable
courtyards.

There are many amazing places in our region
worthy of the title of tourist and paradise. The
Jizzakh region can also be referred to them. The
Jizzakh oasis has a long history, and the nature of
the region fascinates at first sight.

Stunning landscapes and unique climatic
conditions, a variety of fauna and flora, give us
the right to call the Jizzakh region one of the
most beautiful corners of central Uzbekistan. The
Nurata ridges surrounding its southern, partly
western part of the oasis provide a temperate
climate, as well as give the originality of the relief
and natural beauty to the Aydar-Arnasay system
to the lake in the north of the region.

We bring to your attention 10 reasons why you
should visit this unique region of Uzbekistan.

The Zaamin State Reserve is located on a vast
territory that includes the Bakhmal forestry, the
Zaamin forestry, the Zaamin national natural
park, the total area of which is 26840 hectares.
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The reserve itself covers an area of 8,770
hectares.

It should be noted that the Zaamin State Reserve
was created in 1928 on the mountain range of
Turkestan in order to ensure the preservation of
the unique juniper forests in this region and the
fauna in their natural state. The protected areas
mainly include mountain ranges. This reserve,
located in the Zaamin and Bakhmal districts, has
an altitude of 1670 to 4200 meters above sea
level, the climate is sharply continental, the
maximum temperature is 30 degrees. About 700
species of higher plants grow on the territory of
the reserve. Of these, 13 species are listed in the
Red Book of the Republic of Uzbekistan, 48 are
endemic species.

The fauna of the reserve is diverse, 286 species
of invertebrates, 29 species of mammals, 101
species of birds, 14 species of reptiles, 2 species
of amphibians, 1 species of fish made this area
their own. It should be noted that among them
13 species are included in the Red Book of the
Republic of Uzbekistan.

Currently, the staff of the reserve is carrying out
scientific work to study and preserve the flora
and fauna of this territory. Also, together with
professors, researchers and graduate students of
the Faculty of Natural Sciences of the Jizzakh
State Pedagogical Institute, many events, round
tables on nature protection, ecology and
environmental education in the scientific and
spiritual-educational direction are jointly
organized. We can also see this from their
published scientific articles, brochures and
media publications on the nature of the reserve
and its conservation.

The Nurata Nature Reserve was created in the
70s of the last century to preserve the population
of a special subspecies of argali - Severtsev’s
ram, listed in the International Red Book (IUCN)
and the Red Book of Uzbekistan. It also protects
the genetic variety of the mountain walnut and
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the special fruit varieties grown here.

The complex is located in the village of Avlieota,
Gallaral region and is divided into two parts. The
upper part of the sanctuary is the outer territory
of the complex, with beautiful and sacred
springs, unique nature, inimitable landscapes. In
the lower part is the tomb of Said ibn Abu
Wakkos with ancient mosques and a mausoleum.
The building of the mosque was built in the 19th
century by the outstanding masters of their time
- the master Kamil, the master Cairo, the master
Zuhur and the master Mirzielar. The village of
Avlieota beret appeared in the 7th century AD
and is associated with the name of a close
associate of the Prophet Muhammad - Said ibn
Abu Wakkos, who was an Arab commander. who
participated in the historical battle near the Mug
Fortress.

Despite the fact that Said at that time met the
seventeenth spring in his life, he was
distinguished by the prudence and wisdom of a
mature person, which is not typical of this age.

Said ibn Abu Wakkos, becoming an associate of
Muhammad SAW, was one of the first to accept
the Islamic faith at the age of 16. There is also a
holy spring and a small lake with the same name,
which is inhabited by various plankton, including
corals listed in the Red Book of Uzbekistan. The
territory of the complex is 14.2 hectares.

At the foot of the Turkestan ridge, there are
separate peaks that are its continuation. Here, on
the western side of the peaks, there is a foothill
called Morguzar; it is separated from the Nurata
Mountains by the valley of the Sangzor River,
where there are many gorges. The narrowest of
the gorges is the 120-130 m wide gorge,
popularly called the gate of Amir Temur.

According to legend, while walking along the
terrain of the ruler of the Timurid empire
Jahangir - he was Timur's great-grandson, he
showed his army a mountain pass from both
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sides, after which this gorge began to be called by
the name of Amir Temur. There is an ancient
cave in the gorge. Stone images engraved on the
eastern side of the monument at a height of two
and a half meters indicate that people inhabited
this area as early as the Bronze Age.

It is known for certain that the iron gates of Amir
Timur are the strategic location of a system of
fortifications and fortresses located on the Great
Silk Road. The area is mentioned in the work of
Babur - “Baburname”. This gorge was also
known as the Jizzakh Pass.

There are ancient inscriptions made at different
times, one in Persian, made by order of Mirzo
Ulugbek, the second belongs to the ruler
Abdulalakhan, it was made after the victory over
Dashti Kipchak, the third inscription was written
by Nicholas II at the end of the XIX century, today
this inscription has been removed from the
stone.

The tourist routes of these two regions are
interconnected and have a common content. For
example, the unique natural monuments of the
Farish State Reserve are interconnected with the
places of residence of primitive people, found in
the Nurata mountains, with ancient rock
paintings. Or, for example, a tourist traveling to
the area of Lake Aydar-Arnasay will not even
notice how he ended up on the territory of the
Jizzakh region.

In the direction of pilgrim tourism, both regions
have many sacred places of worship that
complement and continue each other. Territorial
proximity, common roads, periodic and
geographical interdependence of tourist sites
require the joint development of domestic
tourism.

Considering these general directions, the
regional tourism development departments of
Navoi and Jizzakh regions decided to jointly
effectively use these opportunities. To this end, a
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memorandum of cooperation was signed
between the Jizzakh and Navoi regions on the
development of domestic tourism.

On the basis of the agreement, the Jizzakh and
Navoi regional khokimiyats will implement a
number of joint long-term plans and projects to
strengthen bilateral ties in the field of tourism,
develop domestic and pilgrim tourism, improve
the tourist infrastructure, create amenities for
cultural recreation of the population, and
support entrepreneurs conducting activities in
this direction.

CoNcLusION

To this end, the parties agreed to jointly work
within the framework of the “Travel in
Uzbekistan” program to organize excursions and
trips for groups of young people, residents of
districts and labor collectives to eco and
agritourism, cultural heritage and pilgrimage
tourism in both regions. During the negotiations,
special attention was paid to promoting the
tourism opportunities of the regions in the
media, on Internet sites and in social networks.
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